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Description:  This course examines the history of the Soviet Union from the perspective of the 
non-Russian republics and peoples.  Non-Russians shared many historical experiences with both 
the dominant Russian nation and with each other as a result of unitary state policies, regional and 
global economic trends, and the cataclysm of war.  At the same time, their diverse cultural and 
religious identities, social structures, and economic roles gave each nation a distinct experience 
of the Soviet era.  The course will explore a range of topics and regions, with special emphasis 
on Georgia, Central Asia, and Ukraine, including the character of the Soviet multinational state, 
internal diasporas, the Soviet approach to Islam, non-Russian experiences of Soviet-style 
modernization, republic-level elite formation, ethnic and civic nationalism, and intercultural 
influences and relations with Russians. 
 
Course objectives:  Like every history course, this course has learning objectives related to both 
skills and content.  With respect to skills, you can expect to continue improving your historical 
skills, which is basically a matter of practice plus feedback.  Some areas of practice include 
reading and digesting history books and articles; initiating discussion and responding to your 
fellow students’ historical ideas; carrying out historical research; synthesizing and presenting the 
knowledge you have gained.  With respect to content, you can expect to become acquainted with 
the 20th century history of Georgia, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, and Ukraine, as well as a 
former Soviet nation of your own choosing. 
 
Class format:  This class will be run as an in-person, discussion-based class.  The professor may 
occasionally lecture, but nearly every class period will involve discussion based on assigned 
readings.  Assignments and themes for each week will be posted on an overview page in Canvas.  
You are responsible for checking the page before the start of each week for any updates.  I will 
try to post the page by the end of the day Thursday, so if you don’t see it Friday morning, feel 
free to send me a note! 
 
Grades will be based on your engagement with class readings and discussions and the quality of 
your submitted work.  Completion of all assigned readings and participation in class discussions 
are expected.  Failure to prepare for class consistently or to participate in discussion may lower 
your grade by up to one letter grade; persistent absences may lower it further.  If you are sick or 
need to miss class for some other legitimate reason, contact Prof. Hessler and we will discuss an 
appropriate make-up activity, such as submission of reading notes.  Assuming no deductions for 
failure to participate, undergraduate grades will be calculated as follows: 
 
 



 Map quiz:  3% 
Leading discussion: 10%  

 Essay quizzes:  60% 
 Presentation:  20% 
 Annotated bibliography: 3% 
 Peer review: 4% 
 
Graduate grades will be calculated as follows: 
  
 Leading discussion:  5% 
 Essay quizzes:  50% 
 Presentation:  20% 
 Review essay:  25% 
 Peer review:  same as participation – no grade unless you fail to put in a good effort 
    
Assignments overview 
 
Leading discussion:  Each student will be asked to prepare questions on the readings and help 
lead class discussion with one or more partner twice during the term.  There is a sign-up sheet on 
Canvas.  You should sign up for one slot in weeks 1-5 and one slot in weeks 6-10.  You must 
submit your discussion questions to Prof. Hessler by 11:59 pm the night before your assigned 
class period.  The grade will be based on an evaluation of the questions.  See the Canvas 
assignment for more information. 
 
Essay quizzes:  This course divides naturally into three units, based on our regional focus and 
readings.  Each unit will conclude with an essay quiz, with questions given in advance.  The 
essays are intended to be substantial in length and to help you think through what you learned in 
that unit.  Again, there will be more information on Canvas. 
 
Video presentation:  Because this course has a heavy reading load, I hesitated to assign a 
research paper.  At the 400 and 500 levels, though, I believe that students should have some 
portion of their work be devoted to a topic of their own choosing.  The video presentation is my 
compromise solution.  I will provide a list of suggested subjects with associated readings on 
Canvas.  If you go outside that list, talk to me to obtain approval.  Along with your presentation, 
you will be asked to submit an annotated bibliography of at least three scholarly sources. 
 
Peer review:  One advantage of a presentation over a paper is that it can be more engaging and 
accessible to other students.  You will be asked to watch two of your fellow students’ videos and 
provide peer review, using a rubric. 
 
Historiographical review (graduate students only):  Write a 6- to 8-page literature review of 
at least four scholarly works that you used in connection with your video presentation.  This will 
be due on the Friday of finals week. 
 
Course and university policies 
 



Late work policy:  There will be no make-ups allowed for discussion leading unless you have 
an excused absence.  That includes discussion questions, which must be submitted by the class 
period that you are scheduled to lead.  Essay quizzes will be due on Sunday night at the end of 
the first two units, and at 10 a.m. on Wednesday of finals week for the third unit.  Late quizzes 
will be accepted with a penalty of two points per day.  The presentation is due Sunday night as 
well, but with a grace period until 5 pm Monday in case you need technical support and can only 
get it during the work week.  Peer reviews must be submitted on time so that your fellow 
students get feedback. 
 
Grading policy:  This course adheres to the basic grading policy of the History Department.  
Thus, grades for submitted work can be understood as follows: 
 

A+: Work of unusual distinction; awarded rarely. 
A: Work that distinguishes itself by the excellence of its grasp of the material and the 
precision and insight of its argument, in addition to being well executed and reasonably 
free of errors. 
B: Work that satisfies main criteria of the assignment, and demonstrates command of the 
material, but does not achieve the level of excellence that characterizes work of A 
quality. 
C: Work that demonstrates a rudimentary grasp of the material and satisfies at least some 
of the assigned criteria reasonably well. 
D: Work that demonstrates a poor grasp of the material and/or is executed with little 
regard for college standards, but which exhibits some engagement with the material. 
F: Work that is weak in every aspect, demonstrating a basic misunderstanding of the 
material and/or disregard for the assigned question. 

 
Covid policy and attendance:  The course follows standard university policies (see the class 
Canvas page on Covid policies, mental health, and other health issues).  Please do not come to 
class if you are sick, and please contact the professor!  
 
Classroom behavior:  The course also adheres to standard expectations for classroom behavior.  
You have a right to be treated with respect from the professor and your fellow students.  It is also 
your obligation to treat everyone in the class with respect and to help create an atmosphere that is 
welcoming and inclusive. 
 
Academic integrity:  You are responsible for making sure that everything you turn in is your 
own work.  Plagiarism on an essay will result in an automatic zero on that quiz. 
 
Accessible education:  All written assignments are untimed and open for many days, so in most 
cases, AEC accommodations are not relevant to assignments for this class.  That said, if you 
experience any disability-related barriers to your participation in this course, please talk to me.  I 
strive to create an inclusive learning environment for all students and will try to work with you 
on increasing accessibility.   
 



Inclement weather:  The class will meet unless the University is officially closed for inclement 
weather.  In that event, you will receive an official notification of the closure as well as a 
message from the instructor about how we will adapt our schedule. 
 
Assigned books 
 
We will be reading several books over the course of the term, as well as specific book chapters 
and articles through Canvas and the UO Libraries.  All of the books are (or will be) available as 
eBooks through the UO Libraries.  In the event that some of you wish to purchase copies, the 
following two books are available at the Duck Store. 
 
Erik R. Scott, Familiar Strangers:  The Georgian Diaspora and the Evolution of Soviet Empire 
(New York:  Oxford University Press, 2016) 
 
Artemy M. Kalinovsky, Laboratory of Socialist Development:  Cold War Politics and 
Decolonization in Soviet Tajikistan (Ithaca:  Cornell University Press, 2018). 
 
I did not order copies of the other two books for the Duck Store, but in case you wish to order 
them online, they are listed below.  Again, they are available as library eBooks. 
 
Adeeb Khalid, Islam after Communism:  Religion and Politics in Central Asia (Berkeley and Los 
Angeles:  University of California Press, 2007) – used copies are quite cheap on Amazon. 
 
William Risch, The Ukrainian West:  Culture and the Fate of Empire in Soviet Lviv (Cambridge:  
Harvard University Press, 2011) – this one is quite expensive. 
 
 
Class schedule 
 
Week 1 
 
Tues., Jan. 4.  Introduction to Soviet history:  the Russian revolution and the Soviet periphery 
 
Thurs., Jan. 6.  Introduction to Georgia.  Read Familiar Strangers, 1-60 (Introduction, Chapter 1, 
and Chapter 2 up to the heading, "The Caucasian Group in the Kremlin") and prepare for 
discussion.   
 
Week 2 
 
Tues., Jan. 11.  The height of Georgian influence in the USSR.  Read and discuss Familiar 
Strangers, 60-122 (remainder of chapter 2 and chapter 3).  In class:  take the map quiz. 
 
Thurs., Jan. 13.  Georgian entertainers and traders in the post-Stalin era.  Read and discuss 
Familiar Strangers, 123-194 (chapters 4 and 5). 
 
Week 3 



 
Tues., Jan. 18.  Perestroika and a Georgian reckoning with the past.  Read and discuss Familiar 
Strangers, 195-258 (chapter six and conclusion). 
 
Thurs., Jan 20.  The Soviet multinational state:  two influential perspectives.  Readings on 
Canvas / library links:  Yuri Slezkine, “The USSR as a Communal Apartment, or How a 
Socialist State Promoted Ethnic Particularism,” Slavic Review 53, 2 (1994):  414-52; Terry 
Martin, The Affirmative Action Empire:  Nations and Nationalism in the Soviet Union, 1923-
1939 (Ithaca:  Cornell University Press, 2001), 1-28. 
 
Sunday, Jan. 23, 11:59 pm:  Quiz #1 due. 
 
Week 4  
 
Tues., Jan. 25 Introduction to Central Asia.  Lecture and discussion.  Read and discuss Khalid, 
Islam after Communism (eBook), pp. 1-61 (Introduction, chapters 1 and 2, part of chapter 3); 
optional – remainder of chapter 3. 
 
Thurs., Jan. 27 Women, unveiling, and gender roles.  Read and discuss Douglas Northrop, Veiled 
Empire:  Gender and Power in Stalinist Central Asia (Ithaca:  Cornell University Press, 2004), 
chapter 2, “Hujum, 1927,” pp. 69-101 (library eBook); Marianne Kamp, “Jahon Obidova,” in 
Russia’s People of Empire:  Life Stories from Eurasia, 1500 to the Present (Bloomington:  
Indiana University Press, 2012), 309-317 (library eBook); articles TBA from Yang’i Yoi (the 
Zhenotdel women’s magazine for Uzbek women in the 1920s). 
 
Week 5 
 
Tues. Feb. 1,  Sedentarization and famine.  Read and discuss Niccolo Pianciola, “Famine in the 
Steppe.  The Collectivization of Agriculture and the Kazak Herdsmen, 1928-1934,” Cahiers du 
monde russe 45, nos. 1-2 (2007):  137-191. 
 
Thurs., Feb. 3. Elite formation in Soviet Central Asia.  Read Adrienne Edgar, Tribal Nation, 70-
99 (library eBook); Kalinovsky, Laboratory of Socialist Development, 43-66 (chapter 2 “Ayni’s 
Children”).   
 
Week 6 
 
Tues., Feb. 8.  Plans for development in the Soviet Union’s least developed republic.  Read and 
discuss Laboratory of Socialist Development, 1-42, 66-90 (Introduction, chapter 1, chapter 3).   
 
Thurs., Feb. 10.  Modernization in practice:  environmental and social impacts.  Read and discuss 
Laboratory of Socialist Development, 91-174 (chapters 4, 5, 6). 
 
Week 7 
 



Tues., Feb. 15.  A “beacon” to the developing world or a failed republic?  Laboratory of Socialist 
Development, 175-256 (chapters 7, 8, 9, conclusion). 
 
Thurs., Feb. 17.  Islam in Central Asia from the 1960s to the 1980s:  adaptation and revival.  
Islam after Communism, chapters 4 and 5. 
 
Sunday, Feb. 20.  Quiz #2 due at 11:59 p.m. 
 
Week 8 
 
Tues., Feb. 22.  Introduction to Ukraine:  traumas of Ukrainian history.  Lecture and discussion.  
Read and discuss Risch, The Ukrainian West, 1-13 and 27-52 (Introduction and chapter 2). 
 
Thurs., Feb. 24. The Sovietization of western Ukraine.  Read and discuss The Ukrainian West, 
53-116 (chapters 3-4). 
   
Week 9 
 
Tues., Mar. 1.  The Thaw in Ukrainian literature and history.  Read and discuss The Ukrainian 
West, 117-179 (chapters 5-6) 
 
Presentations due by the class period Thursday.  Peer reviews will be assigned at noon Friday, by 
which point you must have something in. 
 
Thurs., Mar. 3.  TBA – no reading. 
 
Peer review due by 11:59 Sunday, Mar. 6. 
 
Week 10 
 
Tues., Mar. 8.  Popular culture and counterculture in Lviv.  Read and discuss Risch, The 
Ukrainian West, 180-262 (chapters 7, 8, and conclusion). 
 
Thurs, Mar. 10.  Ukraine and its Soviet legacies.  Read and discuss excerpt from Catherine 
Wanner, Burden of Dreams:  History and Memory in Post-Soviet Ukraine (Penn State University 
Press, 1998). 
 
Finals week 
  
Quiz #3 due by 10:30 a.m. Wednesday.   
 
 


