
HIST 425/525 
Economic History of Modern Europe 

European Industrialization 
Fall Term 2018  CRN 12901 (HIST 425) 
10:00 – 11:20 am Tues/Thurs  CRN 12914 (HIST 525) 
245 Lillis Hall 

Professor George Sheridan gjs@uoregon.edu   541 346-4832
359 McKenzie Hall 
Office Hours:  Tuesday 2:30 – 3:15 

Thursday 11:45 – 12:30 

Brief Description 

The course addresses the theme of industrialization in Europe prior to 1914. The term 
“industrialization” refers to a complex of economic, social, and legal changes that took 
place initially in England and Wales during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, 
commonly called the “Industrial Revolution.”  English industrialization represented one 
case of a larger world process of constituting modern economies and societies.  This 
course will use the English case of the classic Industrial Revolution to focus the study of 
the key features of industrialization.  These features will be approached thematically 
throughout the term, rather than chronologically.  Comparisons and contrasts with the 
process of industrialization in other European countries will be introduced primarily 
through unpublished essays written by the instructor on several of the topical themes.  

The class sessions will consist primarily of lectures and, for some topics, discussion of 
readings. Lectures and readings emphasize the economic features of industrialization, 
although, for some topics, the social dimension is also addressed.  Formal knowledge of 
economics or previous course work in economics, is not required for the course.  
Throughout the course, economic concepts and terminology will be explained as 
necessary to understand the material. 

Requirements 

The course requirements are: 
• Two papers (described below):  First paper due November 1 (Thursday);

    Second paper due November 29 (Thursday) 
• Mid-term examination on November 8 (Thursday) in class
• Final examination on December 3 (Monday), 8:00 am

Details on the paper requirements are as follows: 
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Course Papers 
 
First Paper (due November 1) 
 
The first paper will focus on a single book, chosen from one of the books provided on a 
list that will be distributed in class and posted on Canvas.  Minimum length of the paper 
is five (5) pages, 12-point type, or the equivalent (about 1500 words). The following are 
required elements of the paper: 
 

• A one-page summary of the content of the book.  The exact form of this 
summary will vary with the nature of the book.  For example, for a book that 
develops a clear argument or thesis, the summary should articulate briefly that 
argument or thesis.  For a book that is largely descriptive, the summary should 
indicate the main topics and the perspective emphasized in treating these topics. 

 
• An elaboration of a specific topic addressed in the book using only the content 

given in the book, with no reference to any other sources except, where relevant, 
to material presented in class lectures or assigned readings.  The elaboration may 
take one of two approaches: 

o For a book with a clear thesis or argument, elaboration of the thesis or 
argument with specific points, examples, and analytical reflections given 
in the book 

o Elaboration of one feature of the book, such as a sub-theme or specific 
case or cases, developed at length with examples and points from the book 

 
The paper must demonstrate extensive reading of the book, not only a particular section.  
Students with questions regarding the application of the above requirements to the book 
they choose should meet with Professor Sheridan for guidance in how to approach their 
paper. 
 
 
Second Paper (due November 29) 
 
The second paper will focus on a topic of the student’s choice that addresses any theme 
relating to the economic or social history of any European country, or combination of 
countries, in the period of the course.  For purposes of this assignment, this period 
extends from the late 1600s to 1914. The paper must make extensive use of books and/or 
journal articles located in Knight Library or sources available online through Knight 
Library’s LibrarySearch (https://alliance-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-
explore/search?vid=UO&lang=en_US&mode=advanced) 
No other online sources may be used for the paper.   The sources used for the paper must 
satisfy one of the following criteria: 
 

• Two scholarly books, one of which may be the same book used for the First Paper  
• One scholarly book plus two academic journal articles 
• Five academic journal articles 
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Books and articles assigned for weekly reading on this syllabus may be used but only in 
addition to the above criteria. 
 
A statement of the paper topic (either a title or a short description) and a list of the 
sources (books and articles) intended to be used for the paper must be submitted to the 
instructor by November 15 (Thursday).  Please note that this is one week after the mid-
term examination.  Students should plan their second paper early in the term, deciding on 
a topic or topical area and looking for sources.  The instructor is available on request for 
individual discussion and feedback. 
 
Each of the books and articles used for the research paper must be listed in a bibliography 
included with the paper.  The bibliography should provide the following details on each 
book and article used for the paper: 
  

• For books: complete name of author, complete title and subtitle (if any), place and 
date of publication, name of publisher, and Knight Library call number, or other 
identification of the source and location of the book or article 

 
• For articles:  complete name of author or authors of the article, complete title of 

the article, title of the scholarly journal, details on the issue of the journal in 
which the article appears (eg month and year, volume, number), and the pages of 
the journal in which the article appears. 

 
Minimum length of the second paper is ten (10) pages, 12-point type, or the equivalent 
(about 3000 words). 
 
Course Grade 
 
The course grade will be determined as follows: 
 

• First Paper: 20% 
• Second Paper: 30% 
• Mid-term examination: 20% 
• Final examination: 30% 

 
Demonstration of exceptional performance in class discussion, as well as significant 
improvement in written work over the course of the term, will be taken into account in 
determining the course grade. 
 
Graduate Students (HIST 525) 
 
Graduate students are responsible for all assigned readings and content of lectures and 
discussions.  They will be required to demonstrate their assimilation of these on the mid-
term and final examinations.  They will not do course papers as outlined above, but rather 
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will undertake a major (20-30 page) independent research and writing project as 
determined in individual consultation with the instructor.  The cumulative grades on 
examinations (mid-term exam, final exam) and the grade on the course paper will be 
weighted approximately equally for determination of the final grade of the course. 
 
Special sessions outside of the normal class meeting time will be arranged for discussion 
of particular books and topics.  These sessions will be organized during the first week of 
the term.  They will take place weekly, for about one hour each, and meet during the first 
five or six weeks of the term. 
 
Course Materials 
 
The course text The Enlightened Economy: An Economic History of Britain 1700  - 1850 
by Joel Mokyr  is available for purchase in the University of Oregon Bookstore. Assigned 
readings other than those in The Enlightened Economy are to be found on the Canvas site 
for the course, indicated as such for each week.  Included in other assigned readings are 
essays, written by the instructor, that develop themes of certain weeks with reference to 
Continental Europe.  Students are responsible for the content of these essays whether or 
not they are discussed in class.  The content pf essays is NOT the same as the content of 
lectures.  Students are responsible for assimilating both the content of lectures and that of 
these essays along with other assigned readings. 
 
Learning Objectives: 
 

• Acquire a familiarity with the key features of the English Industrial Revolution 
and comparisons with industrialization on the European Continent 

• Acquire a precise knowledge of the key elements operating in each of the sectors 
of the economy explored in this course (agriculture, technology, manufactures, 
etc.) as factors of the historical process of Industrial Revolution and 
industrialization 

• Develop a basic familiarity with major economic concepts and relationships as 
these pertained to European industrialization in the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries 

• Develop an understanding of the role of institutions and human agency as 
compared with material conditions and circumstances in the historical 
transformation of European economies 
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Required Common Readings 
 
References:  
 

• Enlightened Economy: Joel Mokyr, The Enlightened Economy: An Economic 
History of Britain 1700  - 1850 

• Europe: essays on continental Europe posted on Canvas 
 
Week 1 (September 25 and 27):  Introductory Elements 

• Enlightened Economy, Introduction and chapter 1 
 
Week 2 (October 2 and 4):  Industrial Revolution and Industrialization 

• Enlightened Economy, chapters 2, 3, 4, 5 
• Europe, Industrialization on the European continent (Canvas) 

 
Week 3 (October 9 and 11):  Agriculture - Great Britain  

• Enlightened Economy, chapter 9 
• M. J. Daunton, “Open Fields and Enclosure,” in Progress and Poverty, chapter 4 

(Canvas) 
 
Week 4 (October 16 and 18): Agriculture - European Continent 

• Europe: Institutional change and agricultural development (Canvas) 
• Jerome Blum on Peasant obligations and Peasant emancipation, in The End of the 

Old Order in Rural Europe, chapters 3, 17 (Canvas) 
• Sir Donald MacKenzie Wallace, “The Mir, or Village Community” (Canvas) 

 
Week 5 (October 23 and 25): Technology and Productivity 

• Enlightened Economy, chapters 6, 7, 12 
• Europe, Industrial technology in continental European industrialization (Canvas) 

 
Week 6 (October 30 and November 1): Manufactures 

• Enlightened Economy, chapter 15 
• Andrew Ure on the Factory (Canvas) 
• Maxine Berg, “Domestic Manufacture and Women’s Work” in The Age of 

Manufactures, 1700-1820, chapter 6 (Canvas) 
• Robert Beachy, “Profit and Propriety:  Sophie Henschel and Gender Management 

in the German Locomotive Industry,” in Women, Business and Finance in 
Nineteenth-century Europe, chapter 5 (Canvas) 

• Europe: Manufactures in continental European industrialization (Canvas) 
 
 

First paper due: Thursday, November 1 
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Week 7 (November 6 and 8): Markets – International and Domestic 
     

• Enlightened Economy, chapters 8, 10 
 
Mid-term Examination: Thursday, November 8 (in class) 

 
Week 8 (November 13 and 15): Demography 

• Enlightened Economy, chapter 13 
• Thomas R. Malthus, An Essay on the Principle of Population, selection (Canvas) 
• David Levine, “Industrialization and the Proletarian Family in England,” Past & 

Present (1985), pp. 168-203 (Canvas) 
• Europe: Population and Industrialization on the European Continent (Canvas) 

 
 Second paper topic and sources due: Thursday, November 15 
 
 
Week 9 (November 20): Household Economy, Family and Gender 

• Enlightened Economy, chapter 14 
• Jan De Vries, “The Industrial Revolution and the Industrious Revolution,” The 

Journal of Economic History (1994), pp. 249-270 (Canvas) 
• Pat Hudson and W.R. Lee, “Women’s Work and the Family Economy in 

Historical Perspective,” in Women’s Work and the Family Economy in Historical 
Perspective, chapter 1 (Canvas) 

 
Week 10 (November 27 and 29): Results – Benefits and Costs 

• Enlightened Economy, chapters 18,19 
 
 
 Second paper due: Thursday, November 29 
 

         Final Examination: December 3 (Monday)  8:00 am 
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