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History 308 
History of Women in the United States 

Early America to Reconstruction 
 

Fall 2019        Professor Annelise Heinz 
Tues. and Thurs. 12:00 pm-1:20 pm     heinzam@uoregon.edu  
McKenzie 240A       Office: MCK 323   
Office hours: Tuesdays 1:30-3:30 pm, and by appointment    
 
Graduate Employees: Patience Collier – pcollier@uoregon.edu 

Nanosh Lucas – nanoshl@uoregon.edu 
 

This introductory course critically analyzes gender and women’s history through the experiences 
of those born as or living as female, from colonial North America to the end of the Civil War. We 
will examine the perspectives of women from diverse backgrounds, as well as those who challenge 
gender categories, within the contexts of historical change in the U.S. 
 
Integrating both historical and scholarly sources, this course is organized around three main 
themes and questions in women’s history: What are the intersections of race, class, gender, and 
sexuality? How do economics and labor patterns shape gender ideologies and women’s lives? How 
have systems of authority been gendered? The course will examine how women’s history provides 
a crucial perspective on broader American history, and also how and why it is a dynamic and 
unique area of study. 
 
We will examine a variety of historical sources, including political writings, photographs, music, 
and film. In the process, you will hone your skills of written analysis and oral communication. 
 
What this course is designed to help you do: 
- Develop a body of knowledge of women’s history with range and depth in order to enable you 

to make sense of current issues in historical perspective 
- Make and evaluate historical interpretations based on evidence and with historical context 
- Engage a diversity of viewpoints in a civil and constructive fashion 
- Demonstrate in writing and oral presentation how various sources may be synthesized into a 

cohesive argument 
- Collaborate with others in a way that builds on and enhances the skills of each individual  
- What do you hope to take from this class?            
- How will you know if you’ve achieved your goal?             
 
How to succeed in this class 
Office hours: I strongly encourage you to visit me and your GE during office hours to discuss the 
class, the process of writing, or studying history in general. I look forward to getting to know each 
student as an individual. Please make sure to see me at least once, preferably before mid-quarter. 
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My office hours are Tuesdays 1:30-3:30 pm, and by appointment. If you have a consistent conflict 
with those times, we can make alternative arrangements. Feel free to email me during the week as 
well, but allow at least 24 hours for me to respond. Many questions can best be discussed in 
person, so it is often best to ask during office hours.  
 
Showing Up: In this class, the full learning experience doesn’t happen remotely, but instead 
through readings combined with in-class lectures and discussions. Please arrive promptly. 

• Each student is allowed one “freebie” absence; however, perfect attendance will enrich 
your experience and your preparation. Up to three excused absences will only be granted 
with advance notice, severe illness, or for a documented emergency and must be made up 
with a written reading response. (Contact me for instructions.) After the “freebie,” each 
unexcused absence will result in a lowered grade. If you have any questions about this 
policy, please see me at the beginning of the quarter. 

• Please sign in on the attendance sheet in the front of the classroom before class begins. 
Please be aware that knowingly signing in when you plan to attend less than half the class 
is dishonest and a violation of the UO Conduct Code. 

• You are responsible for all information given in class.  
 
What it means to be part of a learning community: Come prepared to share your ideas based on 
the reading and to listen and respond to others. This class will involve a mix of lecture and 
discussion. Challenge yourself to speak at least once every class. If public speaking is difficult for 
you, make a plan to work up to it (and feel free to meet with me!). Not only will speaking enrich 
your learning, it is also an essential skill to learn for life after college. If you are someone who 
speaks up more readily, after you’ve participated once or twice in a class discussion make sure to 
leave room for others to contribute; challenge yourself to make any future comments directly 
engaging with or responding to something another student has said.  

• Please be aware of how digital technology can interfere with others’ and your ability to 
learn: ensure cell phones are silent and put away. Please do not use any recording devices 
without my prior written consent. Computers are allowed only with my written permission 
and demand special levels of responsibility. Come talk to me! Please upload to Canvas an 
image of a woman who lived in the Americas before 1870 – someone who interests you – 
when you have finished reading this syllabus. (Look for the “hidden prompt in the syllabus” 
module on Canvas.) 

 
Prepping before class: In order to come prepared to speak with your classmates about the 
material, read actively and take notes. Bring your textbook and/or detailed notes with you to 
class.  
 

Not sure what to take notes on? Being prepared means coming with notes that address 
these three considerations for each day’s reading:  

1. What characterized this time period, in your own words?  
2. Identify and prioritize a few key passages in the text that show historical changes or 

continuities. 
3. What is the meaning and significance of highlighted moments in the chapter timelines 

and/or at least one primary (historical) source?  
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Assignments 
The assignments in this class will help you make sense of history and practice the skills of an 
historian, especially creating evidence-based interpretations. Through participating in class 
discussions, we will also build an intellectual community. Regular “comprehension” assignments 
will help you keep up with the reading and identify key points in the material. The two types of 
papers are: interpretive timelines and primary source analysis. All work should be turned in via 
Canvas. See separate “Assignments” instructions for more details. 
 
Talk to me at least 3 days in advance of a deadline with questions about extensions. When in 
doubt: ask! Late work will be graded down a third of a letter grade per day. Please raise any 
concerns right away. 
 
Class Evaluation: 
30% Historical Analysis Assignments: Timeline & Source Analysis Essays 
25% Contributing to the class: attendance and active listening/speaking 
25% Comprehension work (quizzes and source IDs) 
20% Final Assignment 
 
Extra credit is an opportunity to dig into a subject that interests you &/or to get credit for going to 
the writing center. (Bring a purple slip from the writing center to confirm your visit or upload a 
photo of it to “extra credit” on Canvas.) Up to a third of a letter grade can be earned for engaging 
with optional scholarly readings, documentaries, and/or relevant campus lectures. Work can be 
written summaries that draw connections to the course content, or can take other creative forms. 
Look at the instructions on Canvas and talk with me about any questions.  
 
Textbook: 
- Ellen DuBois and Lynn Dumenil, eds., Through Women’s Eyes: An American History 5th edition 

(Bedford/St. Martin’s Press, 2019).  
In addition to the book and/or your notes on the reading, please bring to class these required 
materials: 
- A small stack of 3x5 or 4x6 index cards (at least 20 cards) 
- A 3x3 pad of sticky notes (any color) 
 

There will be an average of 60 pages of reading per week. If that feels like a lot, ask for help! 
Please talk with me for resources to help read efficiently and effectively.  
 

Some readings will include disturbing material and offensive language. History demands honest 
examination of painful and complex legacies. Please see me if you have any questions or concerns. 

UO has resources for you:  
Excellent resources for writing help and subject support are available for all students at the 
Tutoring and Learning Center in the library: https://tlc.uoregon.edu/services/ 
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The University of Oregon is working to create inclusive learning environments. Please notify me if 
there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in disability-related barriers 
to your participation. You are also encouraged to contact the Accessible Education Center in 155 
Oregon Hall at 541-346-1155 or uoaec@uoregon.edu 
 
All work must be original for this class. Students are responsible for understanding and complying 
with standards for academic integrity. For more details please consult: 
https://studentlife.uoregon.edu/conduct 
 
 
Week 1: Approaches to the Histories of Women and Gender  

Class 1 
10/01 

Clay Shirky, “Why I Just Asked My Students to Put Their Laptops Away,” 
Medium, September 8, 2014. 
Read Syllabus and Assignments 
Optional but encouraged resources are available on Canvas in the 
“Resources” folder, including “How to Take Good Notes.” 

Class 2 
10/03 

Introduction for Students, Through Women’s Eyes, pp. xxiii-xxxi. 
Elspeth Brown, “Reading the Visual Record,” from Looking for America, pp. 
362-370. On Canvas, in “Readings.” 

 
Week 2: Women and Gender in “Early America” 

Class 1 
10/08 

Chapter 1: America in the World, to 1650  
Comprehension work begins. (Online quiz due before class. To be 
continued every Tuesday.) 

Class 2 
10/10 

Chapter 1 Primary Sources: European Images of Native American Women 
(Primary Source ID due before class via Canvas. To be continued every 
Thursday unless otherwise specified.) 

 
Week 3: Colonial America  

Class 1 
10/15 

Chapter 2: Colonial Worlds, 1607-1750 
 

Class 2 
10/17 

Chapter 2 Primary Sources 
 

DUE Friday: Primary source analysis: Reading Like a Historian, part I 

 
Week 4: Gender and Race during and after the American Revolution 

Class 1 
10/22 

Chapter 3: Mothers and Daughters of the Revolution, 1750-1800 
 

Class 2 Chapter 3 Primary Sources 
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10/24  
 
Week 5: Women and Labor in Antebellum America 

Class 1 
10/29 

Chapter 4: Pedestal, Loom, and Auction Block, 1800-1860 
 

Class 2 
10/31 

Chapter 4 Primary Sources 
 

DUE Friday: Colonial-era Timeline Essay 

 
Week 6: Rethinking “What Matters” 

Class 1 
11/05 

Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, “The Significance of Trivia,” Journal of Mormon 
History, Vol. 19, No. 1 (Spring 1993), pp. 52-66. On Canvas. 

Class 2 
11/07 

Chapter 4 Primary Sources Part II 

 
Week 7: Conflict and Reform in Mid-Century 

DUE Friday: Primary source analysis: Reading Like a Historian, part II 

 
Week 8: Forging the Future after the Civil War 

 

Week 9: Thanksgiving Holiday 

Class 1 
11/12 

Chapter 5: Shifting Boundaries: Expansion, Reform, and Civil War, 1840-
1865 
 

Class 2 
11/14 

Chapter 5 Primary Sources   
 

Class 1 
11/19 

Chapter 6: Reconstructing Women’s Lives North and South, 1865-1900 

Class 2 
11/21 

Chapter 6 Primary Sources 
 

Class 1 
11/26 

No class -- On your own: Watch Ken Burns: The West Episode 5: “The 
Grandest Enterprise Under God, 1868-1874.” Available through UO Library 
website, Netflix, and Canvas. 
Draft your final paper & bring a working draft to class on Tuesday. 

Class 2 
11/28 

Enjoy your break! 
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Week 10: Using a Historical Lens 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Week 11: Finals Week 

DUE 
Tuesday 
12/10 

Final assignment due  
Extra credit assignments due (optional) 

 
 
 
Due Dates: 

Week 2: Weekly comprehension work begins 
Week 3: Primary source analysis: Reading Like a Historian, part I 
Week 5: Colonial-era timeline due 
Week 7: Primary source analysis: Reading Like a Historian, part II 
Week 11: Final Assignment due 

 
 

Class 1 
12/03 

Bring a working draft of your final paper to class. 

Class 2 
12/05 

Listen to the BackStory podcast episode on “the toxic legacy of blackface 
in American history.” (66 min) How do race and gender intersect in this 
history and its legacies today? Website  
https://www.backstoryradio.org/shows/burnt-corks-cakewalks 
 


